
A  DECADE  OF  DEDICATION 



WHAT  IS  IT? 



Who, What, When, and…. 

• Who: Anyone - paddlers of all ages and skill levels. 

• What: 7-day, 7-night float trip down an Iowa River - 
volunteers participate in water quality and wildlife 
monitoring, educational programs, and river clean-
up. 

• When: Held since 2003, now during July – Spend one 
day, the whole week, or anywhere in between on 
A.W.A.R.E. 

http://www.iowadnr.gov/
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WHAT  HAPPENS  ON  AWARE? 
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Morning safety and Rock-On programs 
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Handling of Trash 

• Local partners – area landfills and local recyclers  

• Trash unloaded at halfway and end points each day 

• Trash sorted by glass, plastic, scrap metal, tires, HHMs, 
scrap metal for artist, and actual trash 



Project  AWARE  Educational  Programs 





WHO  PARTICIPATES? 



Sarah – Central Iowa 

State Fair 2009 

State Fair 2012 



2008 

2011 

The Jacobsens 
East-Central Iowa 

2012 



Representatives of the  
Iowa Section of AWWA and IAWEA 



Mark from  
Northwest 

Iowa  
  

Greg from 
South-Central 

Iowa 



Grandchildren  
and their 

Grandparents 



• Hands-on environmental stewardship and service-learning opportunities  

•  Ages 18-25 

• Focus on conservation, natural resource management & emergency response work. 

http://conservationcorps.org/


HOW  IS  THE  TRASH  REMOVED? 



 



TEAMWORK 



PATIENCE 



POSITIVE  ATTITUDE 



MUSCLE 



PERSEVERANCE 



EXHAUSTION 







HOW  MUCH  TRASH? 



Project AWARE Accomplishments (10 years) 

• 2,539 participants 

• 786 river miles cleaned 

• 500,000 pounds (250 tons) of 
trash 

• 70% of trash recycled 

• 800 sponsors over the years, 
including EPI 



Tires  
(more than 3,300) 



HOW  IS  THE  STORY  TOLD? 



David Williamson 



Drop In 

Fair Catch 

Strongback 



Coast to Coast  
at the Iowa State Fair 

https://www.bankerstrust.com/
https://www.bankerstrust.com/
https://www.bankerstrust.com/


Iowa DNR Fairgrounds Building – Des Moines 



http://www.iptv.org/iowaoutdoors/story.cfm/feature/9498/iao_20120506_203_aware 

Project AWARE featured on Iowa Outdoors on IPTV  

Project AWARE - article in upcoming issue of DNR’s Iowa Outdoors magazine  

http://www.iptv.org/iowaoutdoors/story.cfm/feature/9498/iao_20120506_203_aware


HOW  CAN  I  GET  INVOLVED? 



Plans for Project AWARE 2013 

• July 5-12, 2013 or July 6-13, 2013 
• Coming to a river near you. 
• www.iowaprojectaware.com 
• Participants will paddle 12-15 miles each day  
• Only cost to volunteers are their meals which are 

catered 
• Volunteers may participate as few or as many days 

as they want 
 

http://www.iowaprojectaware.com/



